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bilities of human nobility and, in other words, of joy. His prismatic
inner universe leaves each of his creatures his share of the

rays that, brought together in focus, will form God. He grants each
one the most chances, the most raison d&tre and justification, and it is
through and according to the "point of view" of each that his God is
diversified. He is never short of arguments; but they are valuable only
for the single character who uses them and, when all is said and done
have none but a psychological significance. And one feels that he is
in awe before such diversity. One might call him a naturalist poet who
takes each soul, one after another, and tries to see what the image of
God becomes through it and for it The whole work of Browning: God
seen through souls. Each one, according to its token, refracts but a
few colors of the ray.

It is easy for a pederast to appear chaste in the eyes of a hetero-
sexual. On the other hand, the truly chaste man is readily suspected
by the homosexual of being himself merely a homosexual trying not
to be and resisting himself, or ignorant of himself. Such suspidons it
must be added, are rather often founded.

Chastity more rarely follows fear, or a resolution, or a vow than
it is the mere effect of lack of appetite and, sometimes even, of distaste,

Cuverville, 5 April

Each time I pick up Bossuet again, I do so with a constant rapture
that makes me think, at the moment, that there is not one of our writ-
ers, were he Pascal even, whom I prefer, not one who managed to
bring our language to a greater fullness, to a more harmonious per-
fection, to a more supple strength*

What sureness in the choice of words! What boldness!

But my admiration for Bossuet, I must add at once, like the ad-
miration I bear Hugo, is limited to the form. I am well aware tihat
what gives the form its fullness and the splendor of its outlines is the
passion that fills it, for that form is never empty; but, as in Hugo, with
what complacent commonplaces I find it often filled! The quotations
from the Bible or the Church Fathers, however admirable they may
be, often make the impression of stuffing; it all holds together and is as
thick as thieves to bind our reason so that we cannot escape.

In the extraordinary Pandgyrique de Saint Joseph (the first one) 10
in which history by its silence gives him clear sailing, what will he not
invent? In order to fill out his bold apology, he does not fear to give
faith to the most unbelievable story of husband and wife who, never

10 Bossuet wrote two Panegyrics of St. Joseph, the first in 1658 and the
second, at the request of Anne of Austria, in 1659.